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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS — AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [9.05 am]: It gives me great pleasure 
to advise members of this house of the remarkable Western Australians who made the 2020 Australia Day honours 
list in the local government and arts sectors. The Australian honours system celebrates the outstanding achievements 
and contributions of Australians in a diverse range of fields and areas of endeavour. 
As Minister for Local Government, I am pleased to announce three outstanding individuals from this sector who 
made the list. Hon Fred Riebeling, AM, was honoured for his significant service to the people of Western Australia 
as a long-serving member of Parliament and in his work as former president of the Shire of Roebourne and former 
councillor of the City of Mandurah. Also on the list was Christine Thompson, OAM, a retired councillor of the 
Shire of Murray, who served 31 years on council, with 16 years as deputy shire president. Christine is a dedicated 
Murray community member who has held various board and committee positions. Noelene Jennings, OAM, was 
honoured for 35 years of public service, including senior roles in state and local governments, and her support of 
communities. Noelene is renowned for promoting best practice across the sector and building the capacity of 
colleagues, especially young and emerging leaders. 
As Minister for Culture and the Arts, I am pleased to announce that five outstanding people were honoured for 
their contributions to this sector, including Shane Colquhoun for his contributions to the performing arts and cultural 
sector and ongoing role as an advocate. He provided a valuable contribution to the development of cultural policy 
and exemplary work as an arts administrator within the performing arts sector. Christine Stokes has contributed 
to the community through cultural organisations, including as ambassador for the Western Australian Academy 
of Performing Arts and the Kimberley Girl young Indigenous women’s leadership program, and trustee of 
Channel Seven’s Telethon Trust. Kira Fong, OAM, was honoured for her service to the Indigenous community 
of the Kimberley, including outstanding work as chief operations officer of Goolarri Media Enterprises and 
founder of the Kimberley Girl program. Maxwell Page was honoured for contributions to the performing arts 
in Western Australia, including exemplary service to the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Western Australia. 
John Charles Thornton was also honoured for contributions to the performing arts in Western Australia, including 
his wonderful work as former general manager of the Regal Theatre and chairman of the Regal Theatre Foundation. 
I would also like to pay tribute to the late Eric Lumsden, whose enormous contributions were also recognised 
through the honours list. Eric was a distinguished and long-serving member of the public sector, held in high 
esteem by his peers in both state and local government. 
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